75.   INTERVIEW WITH RAMSAT MACDONALD*
LONDON, September 30, 1931
Gandhi showed no sign of any intention to break up the Conference What he complained of was that the Conference was futile because the other delegates were only the nominees of Government and he was the sole genuine representative of the people He thought that he could represent the Muslims and the Depressed Classes better than those who purpoited to do so He and the British Government could settle the whole question if he was tieated as representing everybody. The Prime Minister said that the Conference had at any rate been successful in so far as it had got Gandhi to come to London and brought him into touch with the Government; and he countered by telling Gandhi that the civil disobedience movement was a mistake and only hindered the British Government from carrying out their intentions towaids India
From a photostat: C W. 9381, Courtesy   India Office Library
80.   SPEECH AT INDIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE*
LONDON, September 30, 1931
Gandhiji said he was well aware of the sacnfices made by the merchants of India in national interests, but, much as they had done, still more was expected by the nation Paying a tribute to Dadabhoy Naoioji and Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Gandhiji said those great leaders recognized that, unless the merchant princes in India identified themselves with the Congress activities, progress towaids freedom would be delayed.
Gandhiji proceeded to criticize the financial manipulation undertaken by the Government of India at the dictation of the Secretary of State over the heads of those who knew what India wanted and said:
I share your fear that, at this time, when we are led to expect a transfer of power to ourselves, there docs not after all appear to be much of a change at the headquarters. I am afraid power
1 Except for this official note no other report of the interview is available
2 The Indian Chamber of Commerce had arranged a reception in honour of Gandhiji at Hotel Metropole
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